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Issue before the Court

1(1) The issue before the Court is whether the plaintiff is entitled to plead by way

of reply the provisions of s. 44 and s. 71(1)(b) of the Statute of Limitations 1957.

The Nature and History of the Proceedings

2(1) The present proceedings have a long, complex and it must be said tangled

history to which it is necessary to refer in order to put the matter now before the Court

in context.

2(2) The plaintiff in the proceedings, Mr. Walter Croke, is a former employee of

the first named defendant, Waterford Crystal Limited (Waterford Crystal). He was

employed by Waterford Crystal between 1965 and 1992. In the period before he

ceased to be employed by Waterford Crystal he was working as a gas blower.
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