Judgement of the Lords of the Judicial Committee
of the Privy Council on the Appeal of Harris
v. Dawies, from the Supreme Court of New
South Wales ; delivered February 12th, 1885.

Present:
Lorp BLACKBURN.
Sik Barnis Peacuck.
Stk Roperr CoLLIER.
Sk Ricaarp Coucit.
Sk Awrroor- Hosaouse.

THEIR Lordships are of opinion that there
are no - sufficient grounds for reversing the
_ judgement of the Court below.

Their Lordships are of opinion that the
Colonial Legislature had the power to repeal the
Statute of James (21 James I. cap. 16. sect. 6.)
if they thought fit, and they are also of opinion
that, looking at the first section of 11 Victona,
No. 13, 1t was the intention of the Legisla-
ture to place an action for words spoken upon
the same footing as regards costs and other
matters as an action for written slander. Under
these circumstances, their Lordships think that
the Statute of James as regards an action for
words was impliedly repealed by the Act of the
Colonial Legislature 11 Victoria, No. 13.

Their Lordships will therefore humbly advise
Her Majesty that the judgement of the Supreme
Court be upheld, and that this appeal be dismissed
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