- ELIZABETH II

- Prevention of Oil Pollution
 Act 1986

o 1986 CHAPTER 6

An Act to ’pyro‘hibit' the'dis‘charge from vessels of oil or

~ . mixtures containing oil into certain United Kingdom
waters; and for connected purposes. [18th March 1986]

Y™ E IT ENACTED by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and Discharge of
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and oil from :

&% Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament Z::ts:illi into
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:— " United
Kingdom

1.—(1) In section 2 of the Preven‘tkion of Oil Pollution Act 1971 waters.
«(discharge of oil into United Kingdom waters) after subsection (2) 1971 c. 60.
there shall be inserted the following subsections— . =~
“QRA) If any'bil”or'mixture'confaining oil is discpargeq as
mentioned in paragraph (i) or (ii) below into waters (including
inland waters) which—
(a) are landward of the line which for the time being
is the baseline for measuring the breadth of the
territorial waters of the United Kingdom; and

(b) are navigable by sea-going ships,
then, subject to the provisions of this Act, the following
shall be guilty of an offence, that is to say—

.. (i) if the discharge is from a vessel, the owner or master
of the vessel, unless he proves that the discharge
took place and was caused as mentioned in para-
graph (ii) below;
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(1) if the discharge is from a vessel but takes place in
the course of a transfer of oil to or from another
vessel or a place on land and is caused by the act
or omission of any person in charge of any apparatus
in that -other vessel or that place, the owner or
master of that ‘other vessel or, as the case may be,
the occupier of that place.

(2B) Subscction (2A) - above shall: not apply to any
discharge which— . s
(a) is made into the sea; and
() is of a kind or is made in circumstances for the time
being prescribed by regulations made by the Secre-
tary of State.”

(2) Subject to subsection (3) below, regulations 12 and 13 of
S.I. 1983/1398. the Merchant Shipping (Prevention of Oil Pollution) Regulations
1983 (control of discharge of oil by ships) shall accordingly cease
to have effect in relation to any discharge within the meaning of
those regulations which occurs landward of the line referred to in
section 2{(2A)(a) of the said Act of 1971.

(3) Nothing in subsection (2) above shall affect the operation
of so much of regulations 12(4) and 13(4) as prohibits the discharge
into the sea of chemicals or other substances in quantities or
concentrations which are hazardous to the marine environment.

Short title, 2.—(1) This Act may be cited as the Prevention of Oil Pollution
commence-  Act 1986. : '

ment and’ . . , .
extent. ‘ (2) This Act shall come into force at the end of the period of

two months beginning with the date on which it is passed.
. (3) This Act extends to Northern Ireland.
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